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June 20, 2019 
Climate Change Symposium Attracts a Crowd 

Parry Sound-Muskoka - Concern about the climate crisis brought just under 200 residents of 
Muskoka and Parry Sound together to learn more about it at “Climate Change in Muskoka and 
Parry Sound – what to expect and what we can do about it” in Huntsville at the Active Living 
Centre on Saturday, June 15. The event was organized and sponsored by the local 
Constituency Association of the Green Party of Ontario 

Keynote speaker Dr. Peter Sale, painted a picture of Muskoka's future. We have already lost 
three weeks a year of ice coverage on our lakes. “If you like maple syrup eat it now”, Sale said. 
In winter we will only have one month of consistently sub-zero temperatures instead of three, 
while in summer we will suffer through longer heat waves. Some impacts are already upon us or 
have become inevitable due to our inaction. It is just possible the most extreme impacts may be 
avoided or reduced but only if humans make a global effort right away. 

Sale warned against tokenism in the fight against global heating. Declining plastic straws alone 
will not make a noticeable difference. Adopting a vegetarian diet or eating less meat would do 
more. But no single change in lifestyle or government policy can do the job by itself. Sale 
stressed that humans are the only species ever to change the global biosphere and humans 
must now steer it back to equilibrium. He said he no longer has to convince people about 
climate change. His message has changed to the urgency of the need to act. We need policy 
makers and government to take immediate coordinated action. We need citizens to insist their 
governments do so. Despite the dire warning, Sale held out hope that as with the challenges of 
acid rain and the depletion of the ozone layer, this challenge may yet be met in time if we all 
work together. Peter Sale is a marine environmental scientist and Distinguished University 
Professor (Emeritus)at the University of Windsor. 

Following the keynote, participants had the choice to sit in on five of thirteen short but 
informative “table talk” presentations from three streams -- Preparing for Local Effects, Reducing 
Our Carbon Footprint and Understanding Larger Issues. Topics ranged from “Protecting Our 
Watershed” with Kevin Trimble, Chair of the Muskoka Watershed Council to “Waste Reduction 
and Eliminating Single Use Plastic” with Christina Hunter and Deserae Doolittle who are the 
co-founders of Reusable Revolution, a zero waste advocacy group. The speakers, all of whom 
are local residents, included university professors and researchers, business people and 
community activists. Alicia McLinden, a Huntsville High Student, brought in a student's 
perspective. Janice Larade a member of the Circles community, spoke with passion and 
poignancy about the need to have the voice of low income citizens heard from her lived 
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experience of having to manage on a very low income. “This is the first time we have been 
invited to anything like this,” she commented. 

Sue McKenzie, a retired teacher and longtime environmental activist introduced the concept of 
Drawdown – the point at which greenhouse gases in the environment will peak and begin to 
decline if strategies to draw CO2 out of the atmosphere are implemented. Sue shared her 
excitement about the New York Times bestseller of the same name that introduces 100 well 
researched and substantive solutions to reverse global warming. The book is the result of the 
work by Project Drawdown (https://drawdown.org). 

The importance of choosing the right materials for buildings and other infrastructure came up at 
more than one table. “Building a house according to a standard building code is better than 
building the best, high performance home with the wrong materials.” stated Rick Zytaruk of 
Tooketree Passive Homes in his presentation on Building Green and Affordable. Tom Clark, an 
ecologist pointed out “Using forest products in place of steel is sequestering carbon. Steel 
releases carbon in manufacture” in his Table Talk on Forest Sustainability and Climate Action. 
“When your municipality is building or replacing infrastructure, ask if they have looked at 
greener alternatives” said Moreen Miller who works in the construction and aggregates industry 
and is the former president of Fowler Construction. 

According to Keri-Lyn Freebird, manager of the Grocery Market at Muskoka North Good Food 
Co-op, 20% of our carbon footprint is directly related to the food we eat and the food that is 
wasted. Preparing our own meals using fresh foods and local meats can help to reduce our 
carbon footprint. Matt Richter, owner/operator of Best Ever Foods and four-time local candidate 
for the Green Party of Ontario, presented on how aquaculture and vertical growing makes 
possible local production of fresh greens year round on land that could not otherwise be used 
for food production. “By growing year round locally, we save on long distance transport 
especially for bringing in greens in winter”,Richter said. 

The Muskoka watershed has lost the calcium it needs through a century of poor logging 
practices and acid rain according to presenter Norman Yan. Logging practices have improved 
and acid rain has largely been stopped, now we need to replace the lost calcium. He explained 
“Calcium wakes up the forest”, and that results in stronger trees that withstand wind storms and 
capture more carbon, increased wood production for the forest industry and as it slowly seeps 
into the water system helps animals such as turtles, crayfish and molluscs that control algae 
blooms. The Ash Muskoka project aims to restore calcium levels by spreading clean wood ash 
in hardwood forests. Currently three sugar bushes are being used for experiments conducted by 
four university students. They will be observing and documenting the dosage needed, the effect 
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on different types of soils and effect on the watershed. Norman Yan is a senior research scholar 
with York University and chair of the Friends of the Muskoka Watershed. 

“Have you received your Climate Action Initiative Payment? Have you decided how you are 
going to spend it?” asked Arleigh Luckett at the beginning of her session on Myths and Truths of 
Carbon Pricing. She presented a real world example of how the federal government carbon 
pricing program will affect her own household of two retired adults living in a 2000 square foot 
bungalow and heating with natural gas. In every year through 2022, they will receive more 
money from the Climate Action Incentive than they will pay out in the carbon levy on the natural 
gas and gasoline they buy but they won't “be putting it in a piggy bank to take to the gas station” 
so they will still be aware of the price they are paying and be motivated to reduce how much 
they use. It is estimated 80% of households will be in the same position with their credit equal to 
or greater than their direct costs. The Canada Revenue Agency reports that 97% of those 
eligible did apply for the Incentive but many symposium participants who had not filled out their 
own tax forms this year, said they did not know if they had received it. Luckett encouraged them 
to look at their Notice of Assessment to see how much they received. She also pointed out that 
since it was administered through the income tax system, it was much more efficient and 
economical to implement than an assortment of regulations and programs. Some say, Canada 
is only responsible for 2% of global emissions, what does it matter what we do? Luckett's 
answer is “We only make up one half of one percent of the global population. We are hitting 
three to four times above our weight when it comes to our contribution to the problem.” 

Gordon Laxer, a political economist and professor emeritus at the University of Alberta, raised a 
number of interesting questions in his discussion of how we must move away from oil and gas. 
Continuing dependence on this industry in Saskatchewan and Alberta (15% of the population of 
Canada) will eliminate any gains made by the other provinces (with 85% of the population) and 
skyrocket Canada’s emissions far beyond even the most modest targets set. “No one should be 
left behind as we pursue our climate plan,” Laxer stressed. “We should regard the need to 
reduce our carbon emissions not as a sacrifice but an opportunity.” 

At the end of the day, many participants commented they wished they could have the “Coles 
Notes” for all of the table talks. One participant wrote, “I want to thank ,,, all involved for the 
enormous amount of planning that went into it. It was welcoming, informative, inclusive and 
smooth! From the entry to the table talks, to the snacks. I learned a lot and am so grateful for 
the opportunity to be more informed about the "green" issues that concern us all. Most of all it 
has motivated me to take action in my own life.” 
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